This special issue commemorates the 90th anniversary (19252015) of Peking University's School of Life Sciences. As one of China's centers for education and research in biological sciences, the school's past 90 years have been eventful, ranging from times of prosperity to periods of war and chaos, with numerous outstanding students launching distinguished careers as educators and researchers in biology and other disciplines, both within China and worldwide.
Six articles have been contributed by representative former undergraduate Peking University life science students (as well as from Dr. Yu HongTao, who graduated from Peking University School of Chemistry and Molecular Engineering). The first article provides a brief review of the School's history as seen by two alumni, Prof. His laboratory explores the functions and mechanisms of such proteins as molecular chaperones and proteases in the quality control of proteins under stress conditions or during their biogenesis (especially membrane proteins including the ATP synthase) in living cells. His lab also seeks to understand the molecular mechanism of dormancy (e.g., bacterial persister). He has published more than 80 papers since becoming an independent PI in China.
